
Err/esío C/ie Orjt-/¿!ro's ¿Jccif/i ai íhc tar.is of BoUvian troops iast October enhanccd a 

le^nd that began when he was Fidel Castro's rigbt^hand man in Cuba, Tiiis memojr, 

by s chüdhood iriend in Argentina, describes some of the events and influences that 

l 2e i " r J j hi- as a rey^&Iuiionary. Tiie mithor, now Uving in Washington, has drawn 

pr/ín¡^i/v ^ apon her persona! journals, and correspondencc with mutual irícnds,. 

" N 1932, bccause o f 4 -year -o Id 
1 G u e v a r a ' s a s l h m a , b i s 
m o v e d f r o m ímmiá B u e n o s 

A i r e s í o A l t a Úracia i n t h e m o u n t a i n s 
o f Córdoba, w h e m t l i e a i r i s d r y a n d 
s h a r p a n d t l i e s k y as b l u e a n d c l o u d -
less as a p o s t c a r d . I n 1 9 4 1 , t h e 
Gueva ras r e n t e d a r o w house a r o u n d 
the b l o c k f r o m o u r s i n t h e c i t y o f 
Córdoba. T h e r e w e r e t h e n f i v e c h i l -
tíren: E r n e s t o , t h e o ldes t , f o l l o w e d b y 
Ce l ia , R o b e r t o , A n a María a n d J u a n 
Mart ín, o r Patatín, t h e b a b y . A l - ' 
t h o u g h E r n e s t o n e v e r a c q u i r e d a Co r ­
dobán ac c en t a n d w a s easüy i d e n t i f i -
ab le as n o t n a t l v e t o t h e p r o v i n c e , ? 
Córdoba became h i s h o m e t o w n , E v e n 
a f t e r t h e famí ly m o v e d b a c k t o 
Buenos A i r e s i n 1948, t h e y r e t u m e d 
t o spend t h e i r s u m m e r s in t h e m o u n ­
t a in s . 

Córdoba, w h i c h E r n e s t o once de -
sc r l b ed as " t h i s Í Iat c i t y o f m y 
l o v e s , " is k n o w n as La Docta, " T h e 
S c h o l a r l y . " T h o u g h n o w a t h r i v i n g 
i n d u s t r i a l c i t y , i t w a s t h e n a u n i - ; 
v e r s i t y t o w n w i t h a c h u r c h i n c v c r y : 
b l o c k , f u i l o f studentsf, p r i e s t s a n d j 

n u n s , T h e m a g n i f i c c n t b a r o q u e ca the -
d r a i , üke a g r a y e l ephan t , f a ced t h e 
m a i n p l a z a w i t h íts gene ra l o n horse -
b a c k , u n d e r w h o s e s h a d o w l i t t l e 
I n d i a n - l o o k i n g c o n s c r i p t s i n N a z i -
s t y l e h e l m e t s n i ade advances t o t h e 
p i n a f o r e d m a i d s o n e r r a n d s . A c r o s s 
t h e p l a z a w a s t h e R o y a l C i n e m a , 
w h e r e t h e c h i l d r e n o f t h e o l i g a r c h y 
w e r e s h o w n A m e r i c a n w a r n i o v i e s 
w i t h t h e l o v e scenes h e a v i l y c enso r ed 
b y t h e Catholíc A c t i o n . I n t h e cafes, 
a n t i c l e r i c a l liberáis m e t t o t a l k p o l i -
t i c s w i t h Span i sh Repub l i c ans a n d 
o t h e r an t i - Fasc i s t E u r o p e a n ex i l es . 
A c i t y o f books t o r e s , r e l i g i ous p r o -
cessions, s t u d e n t d e m o n s t r a t i o n s a n d 
m i l i t a r y parades ; a c i t y g en t l e , d u U , 
a i m o s t t o r p i d o n t l i e su r f a ce b u t 
s i m m e r i n g w i t h t ens i ons . 

W i t h a n i n s i g n i f i c a n t m i d d l e c lass, 
l i t t l e i n d u s t r y a n d a n o m n i p o t c n t 
a n d o m n i p r e s e n t c h u r c h , Córdoba 
w a s s t i l i a f euda l c i t y i n m a n y v/ays. 
A t t h e t o p o f t h e soc ia l p y r a m i d 
the r e w e r e a minuscuíe g r a n d o l i ­
g a r c h y . livin^.^ i n sp i cndo r ; a m i d d l e 

j ) l i g a r c h y , w i t h o u t pr ívate p l anes a n d 

p o l o f i e lds b u t w i t h p l e n t y o f o t h e r 
c onso l a t i ons , a n d a n i m p o v e r i s h e d 
o l i g a r c h y , w h i c h the Guevaras j o i n e d . 
I n t h i s l a s t g r o u p appearances w e r e 1 
k e p t u p b y endiess f i n a n c i a l ac ro -
ba t i c s . 

J ^ H E Gueva ras w e r e p a r t o f t h e 
Buenos A i r e s u p p e r c lass, a n d u n t i l 
t h e loss o f t h e f a m i l y ' s cons iderab l e 
f o r t u n e h a d l i v e d v e r y w^eli indeed . 
E rnes t o Sr. i s a c o u s i n o f A l b e r t o 
G a i n z a Paz, t h e e d i t o r o f t h a t bas­
tión o f c o n s e r v a t i s m t h e Buenos 
A i r e s d a i l y L a Prensa. Y o u n g Ernes to 
once m e n t i o n e d , n o t w i t h o u t p r i d e , 
t h a t he w a s a descendant o f one o f 
t h e c o l o n i a l v i c e r o y s o f t h e R i v e r 
Píate, r o u g h l y t h e A r g e n t i n e c q u i v a -
l e n t o f h a v i n g h a d a n ances to r o n 
t h e M a y f l o w c r . 

U n l i k o t h e r e s ! o f the i m p o v e r i s h e d 
o l i g a r c h y , t h e Guevaras made n o 
bones a b o u t b e i n g poor . Th i s u n -
c o n v c n t i o n a l a d m i s s i o n a n d t h e i r c a n -
d i d i y B o h e m i a n w a y s incensed t h e 
l ' , rntceL As someonc sa id o f t h e 
I r i s h — a n d the L y n c h sidc o f t h e 
G u e v a r a íamily w a s I r i s h — i n t h e i r 
hou.se t h e i n e v i t a b l e neve r happened, 
o n l y the unexpec t ed . M e a l t i m e s w e r e 
n o t f i x e d ; one j u s t a t e w h e n one 
f e l t h u n g r y . Y o u v/ere free t o ride 
y o u r b j cyc l e f r o m the s t ree t t h r o u g h 
t h e iiwlng r o o m i n t o t h e i r b a c k y a r d . 
I n t h e house , one c o u l d h a r d l y see 
t h e furniíure f o r the books a n d maga-
z ines p i l e d h i g h e v e r y w h e r e . One o f 
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CHE—Guevara (left), who l e g i N y 
adopted the ñame Che in 1959, w i t h 

Premier Fidel Castro in early 1965, 
shortiy before departing on the gucr-
rilia mission that was to ene w i t h 

his dcath in Bolivia last ycar. 
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m y ear l i es t m e m o r i e s of E rnes t o ís 
o f h i m i n bcd , hís head s l i aved l i k e 
a c onv i c t , a n d w e a r i n g s t r i p c d pa -
jamas , w h i c h gave h i m the look o f 
a concen t ra t i o n c a m p i n m a t e . 

Emes t o ' s mother» CeHa, h a d the 
same w i c k e d l y t e a s ing s t r e a k as h e r 
son. Pass ionate a n d t r u t h f u l , she 
c o u l d be exceedíngly s t u b b o r n . E r ­
nesto Sr., a c i v i l eng ineer a n d p rac -
íicing a r c h i t e c t , w a s a n i m m e n s e l y 
i i k a b l e m a n w h o e x u d e d w a r m t h a n d 
v i t a i i i y . He spoke i n a b o o m i n g 
vosee, a n d w a s r a t h e r a b s c n t - m i n d c d . 
Occas iona l l y , he s cn t t h e chüdren 
o n e r rands w h i c h he h a d f o r g o t t e n 
b y the t i m e t h e y r e t u r n e d . 

The Guevaras k e p t t h e i r house 
v/ide open t o e v e r ybody a n d t h i s dc-
h g h t e d the n e i g h b o r h o o d c h i l d r e n . ín 
faet, t h e y encouraged t h e i r o w n c h i l ­
d r e n t o be as d e m o c r a t i c as possíble 
a n d t o b r i n g anyone t h e y w i s h e d f o r 
a v i s i t . W o r k e r s , mechan i cs , caddies , 
newsboys , peop le f r o m a l l v/alks o f 
lite w o u l d meet t o soc iahze w i t h the 
Guevaras ' upper-c lass f r i ends . B o t a 
p a r c n t s shared an arísiocratic c o n -
t e m p t f o r bourgco i s f o rma l i t i o s a n d 
u n d o i i b t c d l y en j oyed s h o c k i n g some 
o í i h e i r mo r e c o n v e n t i o n a l f r i ends 
w h o w o u l d arríve o n l y to be f o r m a l l y 
i n t r o du ced to the córner n c w s b o y . 

^ í*i rn(>'>t iJaíin A m e r i c a n c i t i c s , 
especivilly i n fhe prov inces , the p o o r 
and the rích hve sidc b y side. The r e 
are no ghe t t os i n t h i s f euda l soc ie ty , 
where s o m e h o w phys i ca l i m m e d i a c y 
does n o t a f f ec t the e n o r m o u s soc ia l 
d i s tan ees. O u r n e i g h b o r h o o d w a s 
t yp i ca l i n th i s respect . O n one b l o c k 
there w o u l d be a r o w o f nea t houses , 
flovvers g r o w i n g i n t h e i r b a c k y a r d s , 
mest i zo ma ids h o s i n g d o w n t h e 

(Continued on Page 51) 

ERMESTO—These $napshots of the young Guevara are from the author's 
albums. Top left, as a 23-year-old medical student in 1951, he vacations on 
her famÜy's ranch in Argentina. Top righi, earlier that year, be gocs seaíaring 
as ship*s doctor on a merchantrnan bound for Patagonia. Abovc, a 1950 picturc 
of h i m as daredevil bicyclist. The inseríption reads: "To my [fcmale] Córdoba 
admirers." The signature: "From the King of the Roads." 



(Continued from Page 4S) 
cUvaás o f dus t f r o m i m p a v e d 
s t ree ls , w h i l e the c h i l d e n rodo 
t r i c y c i e s and b i cyc l es on the 
s i d ewa lks . The n e x t b l o c k 
w o u l d be e m p t y o f houses, 
b u t n o t o f people. I n thcse 
e m p t y square b l o cks , c a l l c d 
haklios, a n d i n squa l o r a n d 
f i l t h , l i v e d the poo r i n shacks 
made o f c a r d b o a r d a n d t i n , 

E rncs t o ' s house o n Ch i l e 
S t r ee t faced one o f the w o r s t 
baldíos in the n e i g h b o r h o o d . 
One o f o u r pas t imes w a s l o 
s i t o n the c i i r b o f the safe 
side o f the sírcet a n d w a t c h 
the g o i n g s - o n i n t h e baldío. 
There was the c o u g h i n g w o -
m a n i n b lack WIK> w o u l d nurse 
her baby u n d e r a paraíso t r ec 
and spít plílegni ove r hishead^. 
The re w a s the d w a r f i s h 12-
yea r - o l d ca l l ed Qu i co w h o h a d 
the w ide - open eycb row l e ss a n d 
lashless l o o k o f a F l e m i s h 
p a i n t i n g . " F o r one sucker , Q u i ­
co w i l l show y o u h i s ton^ í̂̂ ue. 
i t ' s w h i t e , " v/e w o u l d i n f o r m 
a n e w f r i c n d . " N o k i d d i n g / ' 
A n d f o r one sucke r y o u c o u l d 
sec the furrov/ed t o n g u c , 
w h i t e f r o m e i t h e r discase o r 
m a h u i t r i t i o n , p r o t r u d i n g f r o m 
the hah iess , impass i v e face, 
a f t c r wliích Qu i co w o u l d d a r t 
back i n t o h is baldío ho le . 

B u t the n i o s t írightening o f 
fhe baldío peop le w a s t h e m a n 
w'úh t h e dogs . A n i g h t m a r e 
o u t o f Goya , he l i v e d v/ i th 
t h r e c o r f o u r m a n g y a n d 
abused dogs i n one o f the 
d a r k e r a n d deeper hove l s o f 
the baldío. T h e m a n had ios t 
b o t h h i s legs a n d had fash-
i oned h i m s e l f a w o o d e n c a r t 
w h i c h the dogs p u i l e d dov^n-
t o w n e ve r y m o r n i n g , w h i l e he 
he ld the r e ins a n d w h i p p c d 
t h e m . Some sa id he w c n t to 
a c h u r c h d o w n t o w n and sat 
outs ide begg ing ; o t h c r s c l a i m e d 
he so id l o t t e r y t i c k e t s . Bc­
cause t h e dogs h a d a d i f f i c y l t 
u m e p u i l i n g t h e w e i g h t o v e r 
the r i m o f t h e baldío ho l e , 
t h e i r w h i n e s a l w a y s preceded 
the a p p a r i t i o n o f t h e m a n ' s 
f a c e — c o n t o r t e d i n t o r ed , s p u l -
t c r i n g angc r . 

One day , a g r o u p o f us c h i l ­
d r e n , i n c l u d i n g E rnes t o , w h o 
w a s b u s y w o r k i n g o n h i s b i k e , 
v/ere s t a n d i n g o n t h e s t ree t 
p l a y i n g w h e n the r a c k e t o f 
t l i e dogs w a s h e a r d . A s the 

í.m emerged o v e r t h e r i m , a 
b i i n c h o f l a u g h i n g baldío k i d s 
began t h r o w j n g s tones a t h i m 
and c a i l i n g h i m ñames, Er­
nesto , t h e o n l y one f r o m o u r 
side o f t h e s t ree t o n f a m i l i a r 
t e r m s w i t h t h e baldío g ang , 
íold t h e m t o s t op i t , a n d ím-
med j a t c l y t h e b a r e f o o t c h i l ­
d r e n r a n back i n t o t h e i r bo les . 
The m a n p u l l e d t h e r e ins a n d 
carne t o a f u l ! s t op i n f r o o t 
oí U S . V / i i h o u t say ing a w o r d . 

'> i ¿cor s 

y e t w i t h a h a t r c d so g l a c i a l 
t h a t i t made us s l i i v c r , he 
l o o k e d US over , espec ia l l y Er ­
nesto . I n h i s i c y s i l cnce , he 
w a s t e l l i n g us t o save o u r 
g o o d gcs tu rcs , t o k c e p o u r 
g o o d i n t e n t i o n s . I t was n o t 
those b a r e f o o t k i d s v/ho w e r e 
h i s enemies . I t w a s us . T h e n , 
i n h i s u s u a l c l o u d o f d u s t a n d 
whíníng dogs, íhe rnan v a n -
ished . 

Ernes to ' s v/hole l i f e v/as a 
Cross ing o f t l i a t s t ree t o f h is 
c h i l d h o o d . A crossíng i n t o 
the f o r b i d d e n woríd o f the 
m a n v/ i th t l i e d o g s — a n d the 
w o m a n w i t h t h e goa ts i n 
B o l i v i a . T h e l a s t e n t r y i n h i s 
g u e r r i l l a dia.ry speaks o f g i v -
i n g 50 pesos t o a n oíd w o m a n 
w i t h goa ts " w i t h o rde rs 
n o t t o say a w o r d b u t w i t h 
l i t t l e faiíh t h a t she w i l l k e cp 
h e r promise , * ' W h o w a s t h a t 
oíd w o m a n o f t h e goats? 
A t r o p o s , t h e h a g o f fa te , w h o 
he ld t h e t h r e a d o f h is l i f e a n d 
b e t r a y e d h i m ? O r one o f those 
pea sants o f w h o m he w r o t e : 
" T h e y a re as i m p e n e t r a b l e as 
r o c k s . Y o u speak t o t h e m , 
b u t i n the tíepths o f t h e i r 
(•ŷ '\ y o u n o l e t h ey do n o t 

. , :•; r ; . . ' ld , ErTi-'^m Vv'as 
u }.v\i,i.ú k - : C ^ r. F.^ .^ú, t c i d 
me h o w , w h e n the f a m i l y l i v e d 
i n A l t a Grac i a , o n the Cór­
doba m o u n t a i n s , E rnes t o , 
t h e n a b o u t 7 o r 8 y ea r s oíd, 
w a s t h e l eader o f a g a n g o f 
k i d s , go l f - course caddies a n d 
Ihe sons o f peons v/lui v/orked 
i n the n e a r b y b i l i s . He wouh. i 
o f t c n chalieng.e the c h i l d r e n 
o f the loca l r / ' n t i h t y a n d son:; 
o í we lho í f ^ami l ics v a c a t i o n -
i n g i n A l i a Círacia t o a soccer 
m a t c h , Ernesto*s p r o l e t a r l a n 
t e a m w o u l d v/in decísively, 
a n d t h e losers w o u l d go h o m e 
w e e p i n g t o m a m m a , w i t h Er ­
nes to a n d h i s g a n g t a u n t i n g 
t h e m . 

Fíe en j oyed n o l h i n g more 
t h a n s h o c k i n g h i s we l l -bc -
h a v c d , less a d v e n t u r o u s 
schoo lmates , a l t h o u g h he w a s 
ahvays an exce l l en t s tuden t , 
(H i s m e m o r y w a s so good t h a t 
he c o u l d g lance a t t h e lesson 
d u r i n g recess a n d ge t a n A i n 
class.) I r e m e m b e r one s t o r y 
t l i a t made t h e r o u n d s a m o n g 
o u r f r i ends . W e h a d been 
t o l d t h a t i n k a n d c h a i k w e r e 
po i s onous a n d neve r t o p u t 
e i t h e r i n o u r m o u t h s . W h e n 
some o v e r consc i en t i ous class-
m a t e w a r n e d E r n e s t o o f t h e 
p e r i l , he r e p l i e d t h a t i l w a s 
r u b b i s h , "Wa t ch , * * he sa id , 
s e t t i n g u p ihc c h a l k a n d i n k -
w e l l t h e w a y a L a t i n - A m e r i -
c a n w o r k e r m i g h t do h i s café 
Gu lait a t b r e a k f a s t v/hen pre -

(Cúiitiniied on Pa¡]e 54) 

F o r p e o p l e w h o 
o f b u y i n g f l o o r sa 

When you buy custom made furniíure, no tv 
Wc ought to know. Bccausc our furniture is i 
when íhe teak or roscwood in one of our floc 
ihc grain you waní, thcrc is only one way yo 
grajn: By buy ing the floor sample. Which is 
very part icular people do. Especially 
sincc we íakc impcccablc carc of ^« 
our floor samplcs. Right now, you 
shouki he part icular . Bccausc you 
can choose írom over 400 of our 
íloor samplcs for l iv ing room, 
diniiíg room, and bcdroom. A t ! 
savings o f 1 0 % t o 5 0 % . Through • 
your decoralor, archiíecí, or 
accrcíirted deaier. « 

.ií.í>'VrK A v e V . u í h { 3 1 S l . ) N Y . C . 

inoior c;o,3c/í tour. 

Ct;ü!;bl)ays/$137.50* 

li¡£ MOUNTAINS OF i 
N!I«fEHGLAND6 0ays/$159.50* ^ 

BERKSHIRE WEEKEHDSIH 'i 
NEWEHGLANDAslowas$53.50* | 

CAHADIAM AÜTÜMN < ^ ¿ & ! 
7 Oay5/$179.5G* ' ' | 

(*Per r occupancY. In-
" eludes V de luxe ac-

comnios. m í escorted 

Seo yo'sr' 



' Ten rloors and Gallerjes are a 
^::::r:nr and 'Aoríhv.hile in top 
: t'^r r?.̂  ideas for Living Room, 

:;;rr,3, now! Antí our foír.rus Oí S 

U o 1 U i \ I A L E ; M c t Cíh ¿nd 7th Ave.) 

(Co.'iíirid'ed / r om Page 51 ) 
p a r i n g t o d i p b r ead ín i t . 
D i p p i n g the c h a l k i n t o the i n k , 
E r n e s t o b i t o í f a g o o d c h u n k 
a n d , as he c h c w e d i t , re-
r n a r k e d : " N o t bad , n o t b a d . " 
T h e n he t o o k a s ip o f i n k , 
dr> ' ing h i s n i o u t h w i t h t l i e 
b l o t t e r . A s h e w a i k e d a b o u t 
a f t e r h i s m c a l , severa ! h o r r i -
f i c d S-ycar-o lds íollov/cd h i m , 
a n x i o u s l y w a i t i n g f o r the 
coma t o beg in . 

A f 1 o t h e r f r i e «id r v.- v̂ -:. H < <; £ r-
n c s t o a t 13 o r so, " k i p g 
o n a v e r y h i g l i , nar rovv íence, 
w i t h sha rp cañe s tubs o n 
e i th e r s ide, o n w h i c h , h a d he 
f a l l en , he c o u l d h a v e been i m -
pa l ed . A s C a s t r o sa id o f h i m 
i n h i s m e m o r i a l speech: " I n 
a l l t h e t i m e w e k n e w h i m he 
d i s p l a y e d a n e x t r a o r d i n a r y 
l a c k o f fear , a n a b s o l u t e d i s -
r e g a r d f o r danger , a c o n s t a n t 
read iness . . . t o d o t h e m o s t 
tíifficult a n d dange rous t h i n g s . 
. . . N o one w a s ever . . . 
c e r t a i n t h a t he w o u l d a d o p t 
e ven mínimum precautíons." 
He neve r l o s t h i s e n t h u s i a s m 
f o r spo r t s , e spec i a l l y v i o l c n t 
S]̂ ^ . -gh some t i m e s , be-
cc ' ,iir t e r r i b l e a s t h m a , 
he h a d t o be c a r r i e d f r o m a 
r u g b y f i e l d h a l f - u n c o n s c i o u s . 

Neve r the l ess , Ernesto*s de-
f i ance o f d e a t h , h i s a p p a r c n t -
l y H e m i n g w a y l i k e c o u r t i n g o f 
danger , w a s n o t i m p e t u o u s 
a n d e x h i b i t i o n i s t t h r i i l - s e ek -
i n g . W h e n he d i d s o m e t h i n g 
dange r ous o r f o r b i d d e n , w h e t h -
er e a t i n g c h a l k o r w a l k i n g o n 
a íence, he d i d ít t o f i n d o u t 
w h e t h c r o r n o t i t c o u l d be 
done , a n d i f i t c o u l d , w h i c h 
w a s t h e best v/ay t o d o i t . 
T h e underiyíng a t t i t u d e w a s 
i n t e l l e c t u a l , i h c o v e r r i d i n g m o ­
t i v e e x p e r i m c n l a L E rnes t o 
v/as n o t a shov/~ofí o r a thríH-
sc€ker as a c f i i l d , b u t a t i r e * 
less a n d u n c o n v e n t i o n a l ex-
p e r i m e n t e r . 

O n e o f h i s f e w c o m p r o n i íses 
w i t h h i s a s t h m a w a s t h a t , 
u n l i k c m o s t o f h i s peers, he 
d i d n o t s t a r t s m o k i n g . H e 
a l so d i d n o t d r i n k , n o t be-
cause he d i s a p p r o v e d o f i t , 
b u t s i m p l y beca use he d i d n o t 
l i k e i t . He m u c h p r e f e r r e d t o 
d r i n k t h e t r a d i t i o n a l A r g e n ­
t i n e maté ( Pa raguayan t e a ) , 
w h i c h he c o u l d s ip end less ly 
f r o m a g o u r d . He w a s re -
m a r k a b l y f r u g a l i n h i s e a t i n g 
h a h i t s , s ome t imes s eeming t o 
l i v e o n a vege tab l e d i e t . H e 
neve r l e a r n c d t o dance , pos 
s i b i y bccause he h a d a t i n 
car . W e w o u l d beg h i m to 
s m g " T h e M a r c h o f S t L a w -
r e n c e " — a s i m p l e - m i n d e d t u n e 
w h i c h a l l A r g e n t i n e schoo l -
c h i l d r e n k n o w b y hea r t , c o m ­
p a r a b l e t o " Y a n k e e Doodle** 

m raíchinc'.s. Er i iCsu/r, v/ lh l l y 
of í -key rendí t i o n i n v a r i a b i y 
h r o k e u p t-ie house, 

/:^S a y o u n g m a n , E rnes t o 
h'vJ a n i n f a l l i b l e de t e c t o r f o r 
l:^e p h o n y . ín fac t , a l l the 
G u e v a r a f a m i l y w e r e g r e a t 
d e b u n k e r s . Once t h e y sen sed 
a n y p o m p o s i t y , p e d a n t r y o r 
pre tense i n some p o o r sou l , 
t h e y w o u l d tea se mc r c i l e s s l y 
u n t i l t h e v i c t i m f l ed . E rnes t o 
w a s a n i i s t e r f u l l eader o f 
tlícse a t i ' K ks . I n m y e a r l v 
adolescence, I t o o k m y read -
i n g v e r y s e r i ous l y a n d w a s 
espec ia l l y f o n d c f t h e Span-
i s h - A r a b m y s t i c s . A f t e r one 
c o m m c n t o n the sub j e c t w h i c h 
E r n e s t o o v e r h e a r d , he leaned 
f o r w a r d i n h i s cha i r , a s k i n g 
w i t h g r e a t i n t e r e s t : 

" H o w w a s t h a t ? Hey , every-
b o d y , l i s t e n t o t h i s : D o a n y 
o f y o u c l ods k n o w a b o u t A r a b 
m y s t i c s a n d — w h a t w a s i t ? — 
M a n i c h a e a n dua l i sm?* ' H is 
Cordobán accent , i m i t a t i n g 
m i n e , w a s g e t t i n g a l i t t l e b i t 
m o r e p r o n o u n c e d , b u t I w a s 
so f l a t t e r e d b y h i s a t t e n t i o n 
t h a t I d i s r e ga rded the danger 
signáis. V e r y p r o u d , I sa id : 
" T h e l o v e r a n d the m y s t i c i n 
St . John*s p o e t r y have th i s 
d o u b l e visión. T h e i n n e r eye 
a n d t h e o u t w a r d eye, t'ae 
l o v e r - m y s t i c sees b o t h w a y s 
a n d the A r a b poetas l i n e goes, 
* 0 , shame, shame. , . " 

A t t h a t p o i n t , a n d i n a n 
exagge ra t ed Cordobán accent , 
E rnes t o r e c i t e d a p ro f ane 
c oup l e t a b o u t a one-eyed n u n 
a n d a cro-.s eyed sa in t . Eve ry -
b o d y l a u g h e d a n d the scorc, 
as a l w a y s , r e ad : Guevaras , 1; 
Vísitors, 0. 

¿j^ N his la te teens, Ernes to 
anvr/cd a l l o f us b y go ing 
i n t o business . W i t h h is f r i c n d 
C a r l i t o s E i gue roa , he began 
m a n u f a c t u r i n g a n insec t i c ide 
w h i c h t h e y ca l l ed Vendaval 
( S t r o n g WÍnd) . T h i s they d i d 
w i t h a n e f f ec t i ve , i f o u t l a n d -
ish , m i x t u r e o f chemica l s 
a n d t a l c u m p o w d e r , w h i c h 
t h e y packaged thcmse l ves 
a n d so ld t o h a r d w a r e stores. 
A n o t h e r bus iness schcme Er­
nes to a n d C a r l i t o s organizeci 
w a s s e l l i ng shoes. T h e y 
c i d e d t h a t t h e y w o u l d b u y 
shoes a t a u c t i o n s — w h e r e t h e y 
w e r e n o t p a i r e d o f f — f o r a 
mínimum pr i c e , co l l a te t h e 
p a i r s , a n d sel i t h e m a t a 
p r o f i t . E i t h e r t h e y c o u l d n o t 
m a t c h t h e shoes o r f i n d b u y -
ers f o r t h e l e f t o v e r s , because 
i n t h e e n d Ernes t o h a d a con ­
s iderab le s u p p l y o f u n m a t c h e d 
shoes a n d occas i ona l l y w o u l d 

(Cor i fH i f^cd o n Parj-' 61) 



(CotiÜnued from Page 54) 
s h o w u p a t a p a r t y w e a r i n g 
di í íerent sizcs. 

T h e f a c t t h a t E rnes t o n o t 
oníy p a i d no a t t e n t i o n t o h i s 
c l o thes , b u t t r i e d h is best t o 
l o o k u n f a s h i o n a b i e w a s a 
favoríte tc^pic o f c o n v e r s a t i o n 
a m o n g o u r f r i ends . One has 
t o k n o w the m e n t a h t y o f t h e 
p r o v i n c i a l o h g a r c h y t o appre -
c u i t c t h e r e m a r k a b l e e f f ec t o f 
Ernes to ' s appearance . T e r r i b l y 
c l o t l i c s - consc ious , a l l the boys 
w e k n e w p u t a g r e a t d c a l o f 
of íort a n d m o n e y i n t o o b t a i n -
i n g the la t es t fads : c o w b o y 
boo ts , b lue j eans , ítalian 
sh i r t s , B r i t i s h p u l l o v e r s , etc. , 
bvck then i n the e a r l y f i f t i e s , 
E rnes to ' s f a v o r i t e p i cce o f 
cío t i l i n g i n t l i ose days v/as a 
n y l o n s h i r t , origínally v/hite 
b u t g ray f r o m use. w h i c h he 
w o r e c o n s t a n t l y a n d c a l l c d 
La Semanera, c l a i m i n g he 
w a s l i e d i t once a w c e k . H i s 
t r o u s e r s w o u l d be w i d e , 
f i o p p y a n d , once , I recaíl, h e l d 
u p b y a p iece o f c l o thes l i n e . 

V / i t h Ernes to ' s e n t r a n c e 
i n t o a p a r t y , a l l c o n v e r s a t i o n 
w o u l d cea se, w h i l e e v e r y b o d y 
t r i c d t o appea r n o n c h a l a n t 
a n d u n i m p r e s s e d . E rnes t o , 
e n j o y i n g h i m s e l f h u g e l y a n d 
p e r f e c t l y a w a r e o f t h e sensa-
t i o n he w a s c r e a t i n g , w o u l d 
be i n c o m p l e t e c o m r n a n d . 
M y s t e r i o u s l y , i n s t e a d o f h i s 
b e i n g e m b a r r a s s c d b y a l l o f 
US, i t a l w a y s w o r k e d t l i e o t h e r 
w a y a r o u n d . 

^ f ^ T a n y soc ia l g a t h e r i n g , 
the d i r ec tness , t h e c a n d o r , t h e 
m o c k i n g q u a l i t y o f h i s o p i n -
l ons made h i s presence d a n ­
gerous . V/l ien E rnes t o carne 
t o d m n e r a t m y f a m i l y ' s , v/o 
w o u l d w a i t f o r t h e w o i s t l o 
h a p p e n w i t h a m i x t u r e o í 
d r e a d a n d deíight. One n i g h t , 
m y s u p r e m e l y A n g l o p h i l i c 
reía t i ves w e r e discussing, 
C h u r c h i l l . I n t h a t house h i : : 
ñame w a s i n v o k e d w i t h the 
same reverence t h a t Queco 
V i c t o r i a rece ived i n the I n d i a 
o f íhe e i ghteen-e ight i es . A s 
each e l d e r l y m e m b e r o f t h e 
f a m i l y c o n t r i b u t e d h i s f a vo r ­
i t e anecdo te o f t h e m a n , E r ­
nes to l i s t ened w i t h u n d i s g u i s e d 
a m u s e m e n t . T h e n , a t t h e f i r s t 
l u l l i n t h e c o n v e r s a t i o n , he 
i n t e r j e c t e d : "Churchíll? B a h ! 
He v/as j u s t a n o t h e r p o l i t i -
c5an." D u r i n g t h e u p r o a r 
t h a t fo l iov/ed, o n e o f m y 
úneles, w e l i - k n o w n f o r h i s 
se l f - r e s t ra in t , j u m p e d u p f r o m 
h i s c h a i r a n d s t o m p e d o u t . 
Ernes to w a s a n t i c i p a t i n g the 
ternper o f the prer .cnt genera-
t i o n , t o w h o m C h u r c h i l l , an 
obso le te a n d s l i g h t i y p o m p o u s 
f i gu r e o u t o f t h e l a s t c e n t u r y , 
h a r d l y seems r e l e v a n t t o t h e 
issues o f t h e age. 

M y f a the r ' s cous ins , t h e 
Fe r r ey ras , w e r e m e m b c r s o f 
t h e g r a n d ol igíuxhy o f Cór­
doba . T h e y o w n c d a n enor­
m o u s Edv/ard ian chátcau i n 
t h e c i t y a n d a l a rge r a n c h a t 
Malagueño. T h e r a n c h i n -
c l u d e d tv/o p o l o f i e lds , t e n n i s 
c o u r t s , s w i m m i n g poo ls , A r a -
b i a n s t a l l i ons , a n d a f euda l 
v i l l a ge o f v/orkers f o r the 
f a m i l y ' s l i m e s t o n e q u a r r i e s . 
T h e f a m i l y v i s i t e d t h e v í l lage 
c h u r c h e v e r y S u n d a y f o r 
mass , w o r s h i p i n g i n a sepá­
ra t e a l c o vc t o the r i g h t o f the 
a l t a r w i t h i t s o w n sepárate 
ent.raíice a n d prívate c o m -
n i u n i o n r a i l , a w a y f r o m t h e 
mass o f w o r k e r s . I n m a n y 
w a y s . Malagueño e x e m p l i f i e d 
e v e r y t h i n g E r n e s t o desp ised . 
Y e t , u n p r e d i c t a b l e as a l w a y s , 
E rnes t o h a d f a l l e n m a d l y i n 
l o v e w i t h t h e pr incess o f t h i s 
l i t t l e e m p i r e , m y c o u s i n C h i ­
c h i n a F e r r e y r a , a n e x t r a o r d i -
n a r i l y beautiíul a n d c h a n n -
i n g g i r i w h o , t o t h e d i s m a y 
o f h e r p a r e n t s , w a s e q u a l l y 
f a s c i n a t e d b y E rnes t o . í t 
w o u l d have been d i f f i c u l t í o 
conce i ve t w o m o r e oppos i t e 
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pales t h a n C h i c h i n a a n d Er ­
nesto , F a m i l y o p p o s i t i o n t o 
h i m w a s f i e rce . D o o m e d f r o m 
t h e süirt, t o u c h e d w i t h t h e 
m a g i c a u r a o f t h e imposs ib l e , 
t h e i r s t o r m y c o u r t s h i p never­
theless v/as t o u c h e d w i t h 
c o m i c cp isodes . 

I r e m e m b e r h i s decisión to­
le a r n t o d r i v e w h i l e r i d i n g i n 
t h e f a m i l y ' s c a r w i t h C h i c h i n a 
a t the w h e e l one d a y i n 1950 
or 1951 , G r a b b i n g C h i c h i n a 
b y the w a i s t , he opened t h e 
doo r , p u s h e d h e r o u t o n t o 
t h e s i d e w a l k a n d s l i d b e h i n d 
the w h e e l . D o w n t h e avenue 
w e n t t h e P I y n i o u t h , t h e eng ine 

c o u g h i n g , gears g r i n d i n g , 
s t o p p i n g , j u m p i n g a n d s t a r t -
i n g aga in w i t h Ernes to a t the 
w h e e l l i k e a m a n possesscd, 
or , as C h i c h i n a p u t i t , " J u s t 
l i k e M r . T o a d v/i th h i s n e w 
m o t o r c a r i n n i i e W i n d i n 
the W i l l o w s . ' " 

... - RNESTO'S carc f ree ap ­
pearance , the d i sarro y o f h is 
c l o thcs v/ere decept i ve . U n ­
der nea ih w a s no s e i f - i ndu l -
g en t h i p p i e escap ism, b u t an 
imp l a cab l e w i l l t o d i s c i p l i n e 
a n d a n e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y mc-
t h o d i c a i s t r eak . ( A C u b a n ex i l e 
w h o h a d w o r k e d w i t h h i m ín 
t h e B a n k o f C u b a sa id , " N o -
b o d y rea l i zes t h a t Che v/as 
w h a t i n t h e U n i t e d States v/e 
w^Guld c a l ! a Tírst-rate execu-
t ive . * E v e r y d a y he w o u l d 
el ca r h i s desk o f a l l i n c o m i n g 
papers a n d be v e r y t h o r o u g h 
a n d o r g a n i / e d a b o u t the b u s i ­
ness o f t h e day , even i f h i s 
w o r k i n g schedule w a s some-
w h a t e c c e n t r i c , " He s t a r t ed 
w o r k i n g a t 2 P .M. a n d q u i t 
a b o u t 3 A .M. ) 

Ye t , desp i te a l i t h a t i n t e n -
s i t y , he h a d such c o n t r o l t h a t 
I d o n o t r e ca l l h i s ever l o s ing 
h i s ternper . E m e s t o ' s c o n t r o l 
is d i f f i c u l t t o e x p l a i n . He k e p t 
v e r y t i g h t r e i n o v e r h i s feel-
ings , y e t he w a s neve r c o l d . 
O n the c o n t r a r y , h i s presence 
w a s a l w a y s in tense , v i t a l , 
r a d i a t i n g t h e t a u t i n t e n s i t y o f 
a f e l ine : e x q u i s i t e c o n t r o l 
o v e r e n o r m o u s energy . Even 
h i s eyes w e r e a t once v e r y 
p e n e t r a t i n g , i n t e n t , y e t v e r y 
serene. 

A w r i t e r w h o k n e w íiim 
w r o t e t h a t E rnes t o " s p o k e 
w i t h t h a t u i t e r s o b r i e t y w l i i c h 
somet in )cs m a s k s immensc 
a p o c a l y p t i c v i s i o n s . " A m o n g 
the ev idence c a p t u r e d i n Bo­
l i v i a a n d exhibítcd b y the 
Orr^nh/dtion o f A m e r i c a n 

s i n Was!) ing, t o n was 
! i s o n a l c opy o f 

v 's " R e v o l u t i o n 
; - íution." A t one 
p o i n t , D e b r a y c r i t i c i z e s one 
o f Ernes to ' s b o l d tac r 
the S i e r ra M a e s t r a . E 
m i f f e d b y t h i s c r i t i c i s ; i , 
nes to h a d s c r i b b l e d o n 
m a r g i n : " T o c l i m b 
Everes t i s a p r e m a t u r . 
t i o n a lso , u n t i l y o u I c a u i tíie 
w a y — t h e l e a r n i n g , t h a t is the 
a c t i o n . " 

T l i e M t . Eve r es t re feren ce 
is a recurrí n g s y m b o l . M a r i o 
M o n j e , the f o r m e r head o f íhe 
B o l i v i a n C o m m w n i s t p a r t y , re-
c a l l e d i t . I n h i s f a t e fu l i n t e r ­
v i e w w i t h Ernes to , h e l d i n 
eas t e rn B o l i v i a i n Dccember , 
1966, M o n j e re fused I h c 
p a r t y ' s s u p p o r t a n d t o l d Er­
nes to t h a t w i t h o u t t h a t sup­
p o r t he a n d h i s g u e r r i l l a s 
w e r e doomed . T o t h i s , E r ­
nes to r ep l i ed : " M y f a i l u r e w i l l 
n o t m e a n t h a t v i c t o r y w a s 
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; = ̂ . i E C A U S E o f h i s coo lncss , 
! i i s d e t a c h m e n t , h i s c o n t r o l . 
Ernes to w a s a superb de l )a tcr . 
Howeve r , the re w a s one a r g u -
m c n t w h i c h c o u k i m a k e h i m 
a i m o s t a n g r y . I became av/are 
o f t h i s a f t e r one l o n g d iscus-
s i on we h a d a b o u t N i e t zsche 
a n d the v a l i d i t y o f C h r i s t as 
" S a v i o u r o f the poor. '* Need-
less t o say, E rnes t o shared 
N ie t zsche ' s opinión t h a t 
C h r i s t as a r e v o h i t i o n a r y 
leader had been a f l op . Some 
o f US v/erc q u i t e l a k e n b y t h e 
u n o r t h o d o x C h r i s t i a n i t y o f 
w r i t e r s l i k e Renán, U n a m u no, 
K i e r k e g a a r d a n d D o s t o e v s k i . 
í r e m e m b e r m e n t i o n i n g t h e m 
ín the course o f o u r a r g u m e n t 
a n d Ernes to ' s sco f f ing : "Rub« 
b i sh ! S e n t i m e n t a l nonsense. 
N o t h i n g . L o o k , w h e n i t comes 
t o m e a n i n g f u l a c t i o n those 
g u y s are f u l l o f h o t a i r . I n 
fac t , i f C h r i s t h i m s e i f s tood 
i n m y w a y I , l i k e N ie tzsche , 
w o u i d n o t hes i t a t e t o step on 
h i m l i k e a squ i shy v/rínn." 
A n d v/ i th h i s foo t , he g r o u n d 
an i n i a g i n a r y Jesús w o r m i n t o 
dus t . 

The c losest Ernes to carne t o 
anger w a s ove r the C h r i s t i a n 
r e j e c t i o n o f v i o l ence as a 
m o r a l a l t e r n a t i ve. T o h i m 
t h i s c o n s t i t u t e d t h e h e i g h t 
o f h y p o c r i t i c a l evasión a n d 
c r i m i n a l complicíty. l o h is 
eyes, t h i s a t t i t u d e had scrv'cd 
to perpetúate a s y s t em 
w h i c h i t s e l f h a d i n s t i t u -
t i o n a l i z e d v i o l ence o f the 
g r a d u ' J , íir ; n n m e n t - p k u i va -

r i e t y . He once said that 
he had to choose between a 
sok i i e r and a pr i es t , t h e sol-
di er w o u l d be the lesser of 
t w o ev i ls . 

N o t y / i t h s t a n d i n g h is dis­
t r u s t o f p i e t y a n d meekncss, 
Ernes to g r e a t l y admi red 
Gandh i , ín his ea r l y 20's, his 
b ib l e w a s n o t a n y o f Marx ' s 
w o r k s b u l a heav i l y anno-
t a t c d copy o f Nehru ' s "The 
D i s co v e r y o f i n d i a . " As far 
as any o f h is f r i ends can 
remember , he had no connec-
üons v/ith any l e f t - w i n g poht-
i ca l o r g a n i z a t i o n , g r oup or 
t r c n d , w h e t h e r Socíalist, 
M a r x i s t o r C o m m u n i s t . In 
fact , he was ex t r en i e l y sus-
p i c i ous o f a l l política! groups. 
He once i m p l i e d t h a t he d id 
n o t see m u c h d i f f erence be­
t w e e n any p o l i t i c a i p a r t y and 
organizaíions such as labor, 
íhe c h u r c h , the a r m y and 
bu5;in<;'ss. 

H is s t ronges t p o l i t i c a i emo-
t i o n w a s a deep-seated hos t i l -
i t y t o w a r d the U n i t e d States. 
I n h is eyes, the t w i n evi ls in 
Latín A m e r i c a v/ere the na-
t i v e ohgarch ies and the Uni ted 
States, The o n l y th ings he 
l i k e d a b o u t th i s c o u n t r y were 
i t s poets and nove l i s ts ; I never 
h c a r d h i m say one good th ing 
a b o u t anythíng else. He 
w o u l d d i s conce r t b o t h nat ion-
a l i s t s a n d C o m m u n i s t s by 
i )e ing a n t i - A m e r i c a n w i t h o u t 
subsc r i b ing t o e i ther o f their 
p o i n t s o f v i ew . W i t h much 
bad luck , s ince m y mothe r 
w a s A rne r i can , I w o u l d o f ten 
r a l i y to the defense of the 
U n i t e d States. I was never 
able to conv ince h i m that 
U rn t ed States f o re i gn polícy 

ILLECAL—Guevara, right, and ot/jc; mcmbcís of Cas­

tro's guerrilla'fofcc iahe a brcak afícr a raid in Deccm-

ber, 19SS. A few wezks later^ ihey held the country. 
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r . i o r e oUvn I b a n not, tr>.' 
biMrsl>:inf» Tí ' • t>í iyj'iO-
rahce arrJ . ' s e r t h a n 
íhsc \V(il-di\S3;;-* J : Uatí\í:y n f 
a sJiuNter caba l . He w a s c on -
v i n c c d o í Ihe exÍFlrnce o í 
thesc d a r k p r inces o f \
a n d c v i l v/ho d n e c t c d eve ry 
U n i t e d States m o v c a ! ) road. 
Because o f t h e U n i t e d S la tes, 
he w a s skep t i c a l a b r u l the 
n o n v i o l e n t w a y o í G a n d h i r-hd 
N e h r u f o r Latín A m e r i c a . 

l í e w a s a l w a y s r ea i l y l o 
d iscuss the q u o s t i o n o í v i o ­
lence as a means , a n in.-^tru-
m e n t . W h a t w a s it? V / i . r n 
s h o u l d one use i t : W h y sin iilá 
one use i t? I recaí! a n a -gu-
m o n t he h a d v^ i t l i m y COMSÍÍV'. 
c o n c e r n i n g the ru l es Í Í i ' i c 
game i n s t r e e t - i i g i t i n . **W^^-ii 
v/as a f a i r ílfMi? L ev/ d*d 
one f i g h t faírly?' ' v r̂c i h c 
r u c > i i o n s bai%; ! í.'.kvii. f,r~ 
nen io dismirscíi Üw l o t c f 
lí^.Míi, "Nons*ni*>e,'* he sa id , 
addsrij» t h a t i n Ihe f i r s t p lace 
he ' v o i i l d never ge t invc-ívcd 
i n a f i s t f ig,ht o r a s t ree t 
f i g h t . Hov/ever, he cmp^sa-
s i z cd , s h o u l d he dec ide t o 
f i g h t ít w o u l d o n l y be a f i g h t 
t o t h e k i l l , a n d t h e n " t h e h e i l 
w i t h a l l y o u r s i i l y g e n t l e m a n ' s 
ru l es o f f a i r f i g h t i n g . " I n 
such a f i g h t he w o u l d use 
eve ry d i r t y t r i c k a va i l ab l e . 

R e m i n i s c i n g a b o u t E r n e s t o 
m the C u b a n press, h i s f r i e n d 
A l b e r t o G ranados , a b i o c h e m -
i s t , r e ca l l ed a n o t h e r i l l u m i n a t -
i n g anecdo te . ín 1943, w h e n 
G r a n a d o s w a s a r r e s t ed a l o n g 
w i t h o t h e r Córdoba U n i v e r s i t y 
s t u d e n t s f o r p a r t i c i p a t i n g i n 
a n a n t i - G o v e r n m e n t d e m o n -
s t ra t ' . on , E r n e s t o w e n t to v i s i t 
h i m i n j a i l . G ranados asked 
the 15-year -o ld E rnes t o t o o r -
gan i ze the h i gh -schoo l s t u ­
den t s t o demónstrate aga i o s t 

r ^ ;írresl o í lh<^ unix'í^.'iiy 
s l ' - ' h ' a t s . Ivíücsto a'.td/U'.hiíd 
í'i<. t^ider f r i e n d by rep ly inr . : 
" i i c j l , A l b e r t o , go c u t o n the 
strceís to have ihe Cv>ps b^at-
i n g US w i l h n ightst ick.s? O a t 
o f t h e q u e s t i o n . I go o u t to 
demónstrate o n l y i f they g jve 
me a g m . " One had l o a i m 
t o r v i c t o r y . 

As he once p u t lí i n a l e t t e r 
t o a f r i e n d : " A v i c t o r y w i t h ­
o u t ínargin does n o t c o n v i n c e 
rne, I n t h i s l a m l i k e Perón. " 
I n 1951 , he exp l a in ed i n a n ­
o t h e r l e t t e r : "Yes o r no have 
been made f o r peopie l i k e 
me . . . . I ho,ve t l i e capacíty 
t o use these t e r m s i n f u n d a ­
m e n t a l d ec i s i ons . " One o f 
the m o r e f u n d a m e n t a l dec i -
s ions he made l a t e r i n h i s l i f e 
w a s t h a t i n L a t i n A m e r i c a 
the r e c o u l d n o t be a n y change 
w i t h o u t v io fcoce a n d b l ood -
shed. 

C h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y , h o w e v e r , 
he w a s n o t h u m o r l e s s a b o u t 
t h i s p o s i t i o n . W h e n he m e t 
m y s is te r i n N e w Y o r k w h i l e 
p a y i n g a n o f f i c i a l v i s i t t o the 
U n i t e d N a t i o n s i n 1964, she 
t o l d h i m o f m e e t i n g the M e x i -
can w r i t e r Ca r l o s Fuentes . 
E rnes t o nodded . " A h , yes. 
F u e n t e s , " he sa id , 'Ha izqui­
erda atinada [ t h e c a u t i o n s 
l e f t ] . " M y s is te r a sked , " W h a t 
do y o u m e a n b y that? ' * a n d 
Ernes t o r ep l i ed , " D o n ' t y o u 
k n o w ? W c are t h e izquierda 
a^ñtada [ t h e a g i t a t e d l e f t ] a n d 
Fuentes t h e izquierda ati­
nada." 

, , N ciídlcss sourcé o í be-
Vvildi :. ' t o a l l o f h is 
fríen . . Ihe specd w i t h 
w h i c h E m e r l o c o u l d s l i p f r o m 
s e v e r i t y a n d c o l d d e t a c h m e n t 
i n t o a h u m o r o u s , t e n d e r a n d 
intímate m o o d , a n d v i c e v e r s a . 

One o f ou r aun t s w o u l d t c l l 
U5, "He ' s a G e m i n i , t ha l ' s 
why . ' * The l i u m o r o u s , tender, 
sel f d ep r e ca t i ng side o f Er­
nesto was i r r e s i s t i b l e . W i t h 
a l l h i s i n t e l l e c t u a l a r rogancc , 
he w a s s u r p r i s i n g l y l a c k i n g i n 
v a n i t y . I n t h i s scnse, Ernes to 
v/as a l t o g c t h c r d l f f e r en t f r o m 
Cas t ro , a c co rd ing t o Cubans 
v/ho have k n o w n b o t h raen. 

E rnes to c ou ld r ea i l y l augh 
a t h imse l f . Ke once w r o t e 
t h a t people v/ho became h is 
f r i ends v/ent t h r o u g h three 
stages: " T h e f i r s t is one o f 
b c d a z z i c m e n t genera l i y due 
to the fac t t h a t he [ the pro ­
spec t i vo f r i e n d ] never has 
h e a r d so m u c h nonscnse ex-
presscd w i t h so m u c h seif-
con f idence i n a f r i e n d l y chat . 
T h e second stage is one of 
s t a g n a t i o n . D i s c o v e r i ng tha t 
m a n y o f the o n g i n a i i t i e s are 
n o l h i n g b u t clichés deve lopcd 
o n a n o l h e r plañe outs ide o f 
the s i a t i c m o r a l i t y o f o u r so­
c i e t y , the [ p r ospcc t i v e ] f r i end 
becomes t i red. I f h is ennu i 
is r,uch t h a t he does n o t v a n -
ish e n t i r c l y , one enters the 
m o r e o r less l onge r p e r i o d of 
the t h i r d stage, a lso k n o w n 
as r ea l f r i cnd .sh ip . " Ernes to , 
w h o c o u l d be so co ld , ru th l ess 
a n d c u t t i n g w i t h people he 
d i d n o t l i k e , v/as a m a n oí 
decp a n d l a s t i n g frícndshíps. 
He w o u k i m a k e immed i a t e 
c o n t a c t w i t h c h i l d r e n b y never 
t a l k i n g d o w n t o t h e m . I re­
m e m b e r h is t r y i n g t o f i x a 
b r o k e n t o y a n d d iscuss ing i t 
with the c h i l d as t h o u g h i t 
v/ere a b r o k e n w a t c h o r some­
t h i n g j u s t as i m p o r t a n t , w h i c h 
o f course i t v/as t o the ch i l d . 
He a lso never t a l k e d d o w n ío 
the se rvants . 

A m i l i t a n t y o u n g Spanish 
(Continued on Page 69) 
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(Continued from Pu ,e i-1} 
C o m m u n i s t l i v e d i . ' ' '̂.̂  
The c o n t r a s t 1 f a.s 

y o u n g m a n ' s a n ' . Í , . >io\
a t t i t u d e s t o w a r d t h e peo r w a s 
revea ! ing . W h e n the y o u n g 
Span i a rd carne t o o u r house , 
he w o u l d m a k e a spec ia l p o i n t 

d i r e c t e d a t m y p a r e n t s , n o 
d o u b t — o f f i r s t m a r c h i n g 
s t r a i g h t I n t o t h e k i t c h e n t o 
g r ee t t h e se r van ts . U n a w a r e 
o f t h e i r w r y smi les , he w o u l d 
h a n d o u r s e m i l i t e r a t e servazits 
a coup l e o f abs t ruse C o m m u ­
n i s t p a m p h i e t s . W h e n Ernes to 
carne t o v i s i t , i f h e happened 
t o see one o f t h e oíd w o r n e n 
se r van ts w h o appeared t o b e 
i n a m o o d t o c h a i , he v/ould 

her , a sk h e r f o r a 
1.- . % ' d s i t q u i e t l y b y hér 
s i p p m g ic as i f he h a d alv/ays 
l i v e d i n t h a t k i t c h e n . I f t h e 
c i d m a i d v/as i n a d o w n c a s t 
m o o d , c o m p l a i n i n g o f h e r 
r h e u m a t i s m , E r n e s t o w o u l d 
d iscuss t h e a i l m e n t a n d i t s 
v a r i o u s cures . I f she w a s i n 
a j o k i n g m o o d , h e w o u M k i d 
he r a l o n g . N e v e r p a t r o n i z i n g 
o r condescend ing , aJter the 
laaté he w o u l d g e t up a n d 
leave as n a t u r a l l y as hiiá 

a r r i v e d , A l l o u r servan 
a d o r e d h i m . 

W h e n m y f a t h e r w -
i n a n a u t o m o b i l e . 
E rnes t o , t o m y s u r p i : . -

c i u s e he v/as n o t the least 
b o u n d by conven t i ons such as 
p a y m g v i s i t s o f condolence 
— c a r n e to see me a t trie house 
w l i e r e T ~ ^ í s s tay ing , and 
v/here he w a s n o t especially 
we l c ome . U n l i k e m o s t people 
a t t h e t i m e , he v/as very d i -
r e c t a n d l o o k e d me i n the eye, 
a s k i n g s i m p l y : " A r e y o u go­
i n g t o be a l l r i g h t , k i d ? " í 
a n s w e r e d : Yes. A f t e r survey-
i n g the Cfov/d s i t t i n g around 
m e i n s i l e n t d i sapprova l , he 
le f t . He l a t e r t o l d somebody: 
**That b o n c h o f droohng 
phon i e s w a s n o t d o i n g her 
a n y g o o d . " He w a s right. 

D u r i n g s u m m e r vacat ions 
a t t h e e n d o f h i g h school, 
E r n e s t o w o u l d b i cyc l e to 
spend a f e w days a t a t ime 
a t a l eper h o s p i t a l i n San 
Franc i s co , a b o u t 125 miles 
f r o m Córdoba, w h e r e A lber to 
G r a n a d o s w a s w o r k i n g . A 
f r i e n d r eca l l ed a s k i n g Ernesto 
w h a t he d i d i n the l eper hos­
p i t a l . E rnes t o r ep l i ed that , 
a m o n g o t h e r things^ he read to 
t h e iepers . The f r i e n d wan t -
ed t o k n o w v/hether he read 
t h e m "Patoruzú/* Ernesto 's 
f a v o r i t e c o m i c s t r i p . Ernesto 
r e p l i e d n o , h e w a s reading 
Goe the t o t h e m a t t h e t ime. 

A g r e a t reader l i k e his 
p a r e n t s , E rnes to en joyed re-
c i t i n g p o e t r y . A t the part ies 

l i o e r . 

r r / i ' - - -
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of the Spanish Repubhcan 
exiles w h o we re l i v i n g i n Cór­
doba and were men ihe rs o f 
the Guevaras* c i r c l e o f f r i ends , 

id especial ly a f t e r the t h i r d 
ass of w i n e , e v e r ybody 
ould reci te the g r ea t Span ish 

Repubhcan poets Lo r ca , M a ­
chado and A l b c r t i . A l l o f us, i n ­
c luding Ernesto , g r e w u p w i t h 
their poems r i n g i n g i n o u r 
ears. A n o t h e r f a v o r i t e o f h i s 
was the Ch i l ean Pablo N e r u d a , 
and i n t r a n s l a t i o n he l i k e d 

^ált W h i t m m , Robe r t F r o s t 
•d Baudela i re . 

/ H E N Ernes to f i n i shed 
s:'^ool in N o v e m b e n 

. :-3. ::-i.:st o f h is fae . .ds 
iought he w o u i d go o n t o 
tudy eng ineer ing , because o f 
iS f a c i i i t y i n mathem.at ics , I n -
ead, ea r l y i n 1947, he 

entered the M e d i c a l Schoo l o f 
the üniversi íy o f Buenos 
Aires. 

Of h is cholee he w r o t e i n 
letter : * 1 a m d e t e r m i n e d t o 

nish b u t n o t t o in ca r c e r a t e 
lyself i n the ridiculous m e d -
cal pro fess ion . . . . Those 
X or seven years l o s t i n t l i e 
tudy o f a career a re the m o s t 

monstrous i n t e r e s t w h i c h so­
ciety exacts f r o m íts f u t u r e 
taitas [ c r o o k e d leaders] be-
cause they co inc ide w i t h t h e 
most b e a u t i f u l y ea rs o f o u r 

l i v e s . " H e t o o k o f f a coup l e 
o f r n o n t h s i n 1951 t o sai l t o 
Pa tagon ia as a ship*s d o c t o r 
( o r m o r e prec i se l y , rnale 
nurse ) , a n d u p o n b i s r e t u r n 
he began m a k i n g p lans f o r a 
g r a n d t o u r o f Latín A m e r i c a 
i n comipany w i t h Granados , 
B u t he p r o m i s e d h is m o t h e r 
t h a t , t h e n , he w o u l d go b a c k 
t o Buenos A i r e s t o o b t a i n h i s 
m e d i c a l degree. E v e n t u a l l y , 
t h e r e w e r e t w o g r a n d t o u r s . 

« . C : ^ ™ E S T O l : ; f t on trie f i r s t 
i n Janu-üry. 1952, v/h.en he 
v/as 23 , o n a bea t -up m o t o r -
cyc l e w h i c h he a n d Granados 
h a d f i x e d up , T h a t s u m m e r , 
h 3 ca me t o 1.1: i? r. ,̂ o n the 
Buenos A i r e s se?.-.haré, t o say 
good -by t o C h i c h i n a , a n . i c u n ' . -
:r :g r i 3 i n t c n t i o n o f ciQ-^zlrg 
the Andes o n the n i c t o i c v c l e . 
V/e a l i l aughed i n d'f.ceüif: 
C ross ing the A n d e s on that? 
I t seemed imposs ib l e , (Tí-ey 
a c comp l i shed t h e feat , a l ­
t h o u g h t h e m o t o r c y c l e c o l -
lapsed a f t e r t h e c ross ing a n d 
t h e y h a d t o w a l k a n d h i t c h -
h i k e f o r the l e s t o f t h e t r i p . ) 

A s a f a r e w e l l g i f t , E rnes t o 
gave C h i c h i n a a p u p p y w h i c h 
h a d t r a v e l e d u n d e r h i s j a c k e t 
a n d w h i c h he ch r i s t ened 
i n E n g l i s h Come-Back . The 
p u p p y , w h i c h a c c o r d i n g t o 

Ernes t o w a s a Germán shep-
h e r d pólice dog , g r e w i n t o a 
d e l i g h t f u l m o n g r c l , the j o y o f 
the v/hole f a m i l y . Une le Ho ­
rac i o c a l l e d h i m **my sec re i -
pólice d o g . " 

F r o m Ch i l e , E rnes t o a n d 
GrcJnados 1 r - t , ' !• J t o V-j - s 
w o r k i n g t.'.-.:r \. '••/ r s 
v/a.-.hcrs, l o ^ d r..<r. \  ^  -
c a b i n b o y r a n d dceto/^. 'L 
l e a rncd t o d o anythíng f r o 
p c e i i n g po ta toes t o cnrl: • 
s ick , a n d i n t h e p r o c c 
g o t t o k n o w f i r s t h a n d \ . . 
means t o be p o o r a n d t o b.y -3 
t o w^ork f o r a h v i n g i n L i : ! 
A m e r i c a . 

V/hi le i n F e r ' i t h : y ' -
doccor v/ho to^'J f . ' 
a Ic: .er c i l o l y i n r 
o n the A r n ^ z j n TU - . , 
p r o v i n c e o f L o r e t o . B o t h Er­
nesto a n d Granados , a ! " / "• 
i n t e res t c d i n l eprosy , \ 
l i v e a t the c o l o n y a n d 
s t a r t e d a r e v o l u t i o n b " 
e r a i z i n g v/ i th the lepe, 
c o l o n y d o c t o r s w e r e e 
l y c a u t i o u s i n a v o i d i 
p h y s i c a l c o n t a c t v / i . 
p a t i e n t s ; t h e y ate w i t h glc: 
w o r e face m a s k s a n d t o o k t h e 
pa t i en ts * t e m p e r a t u r a v / i t h a 
t h e m i o m e t e r a t t a c h e d t^^ i 
l o n g s t i c k . N o t E r n e s . 
Granados , w h o o r g a n : 
p s y c h o t h e r a p y p r o g r a m iov 
the i nn i a t e s w i t h soccer 

PP 
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matches , c x c u r s i o n s , m o n k e y 
h u n t s a n d v i s i t s t o j u n g l c ín 
d ians . These eí forts endeared 
t h e t w o y o u n g A r g e n t i n e s t o 
t h e iepers . A t t h e i r d e p a r t u r e 
i n J u n e , t h e Iepers b u i l t t h e m 
a K o n - T i k i s t y l e r a f t m a d e 
o f ba lsa w o o d a n d cañe w h i c h 
t h e y c h r i s t e n e d M a m b o - T a n g o . 
T h e r e w a s a b i g farevscU 
c e r e m o n y a t w h i c h the Iepers 
r ead speeches a n d sang songr 
t o t h e a c c o m p a n i t t i e n t Oi a 
saxophone . 

\  N  t h e i r u n l i k e l y c r a f i . Er ­
nes to a n d Granados sa i l cd 
d o w n t h e A m a z o n t o EeLicia, 
a p o r t w h e r e t h e f r o n t i e r s 
o f B r a z i l , Perú a n d C o l o m b i a 
j o i n . A t t h a t t i m e E r n e s t o 
v/rote: *"l became c n a m o r e d 
o f t h e A m a z o n , . . even 
t h o u g h m o n k e y . m c a t is n o 
d e l i c a c y . " He also w r o t e h i s 
f a m i l y , *'íf y o u don* t h e a r 
f r o m n;e i n a n o t h e r year , go 
f m d m y s h r u n k e n f i cad i n a 
U.S. m u s e u m . " 

íñ L e t i c i a t h e y en t e r ed a 
soccer m a t c h a n d w o n free 
t i c k e t s t o Bogotá. F r o m the r e , 
t h e y t r a v e l e d t o Venezue la , 
w h e r e G r a n a d o s accepted a 
p e r m a n e n t p o s i t i o n i n t h e 
c l i n i c a l l a b o r a t o r y o f a l eper 
h o s p i t a l . E r n e s t o dec ided t o . 
r e t u r n t o A r g e n t i n a a n d f u l f i l l 
t h e p r o m i s e he h a d m a d e h i s 
m o t h e r t o g e t h i s m e d i c a l de­
gree. I t w a s assumed b y b o t h 
f r i ends t h a t a f t e r h i s g r a d u a -
t i o n . E r n e s t o w o u l d e v e n t u a l ­
l y j o i n G r a n a d o s a n d se t t l e t o 
w o r k a t t h e l epe r c o l o n y i n 
Venezue l a . 

Ernes to , a l w a y s n e a r l y 
b r o k e , f o u n d a seat a b o a r d a 
p iane b e l o n g i n g t o some r e l a -
t i v e s o r f r i ends , e qu ipped f o r 
the t r a n s p o r t o f race horses 
a n d schedu led t o f l y t o Buenos 
A i r e s a f t e r d e l i v e r i n g some 
horses t o M i a m i . E x c e p t f o r 
hís b r i e f s t a y i n N e w Y o r k 
í o d e l i v e r a speech a t t h e U .N . 
i n 1964, t h i s w a s h i s o n l y r e a l 
v i s i t t o t h e U n i t e d States . He 
spcn t severa l w e c k s w i t h one 
o f m y cous ins w h o w a s t h e n 
a s t u d e n t a t t h e U n i v e r s i t y 
o f M i a m i . R e m e m b e r i n g a l l 
o u r a r g u m e n t s a b o u t t h i s 
c o u n t r y , I g r o a n e d w h e n I 
h e a r d he w a s a t M i a m i . I 
k n e w h o w t h i s v i s i t m u s t 
have c o n f i r m e d a l l h i s p r e c o n -
c ep t i ons a b o u t t h e U n i t e d 
Sta tes : t h a t t h i s w a s a g a r i s h , 
m o n e y - g r u b b i n g , v u l g a r n a ­
ción w h i c h d i s c r i m i n a t c d 
aga in s t i t s Negroes a n d 
i g n o r e d i t s poo r . T h e w o r s t 
o f t h e N o r t h a n d the S o u t h , 
M i a m i w a s p r o b a b l y t h e spo t 
i n t h e U n i t e d States m o s t u n -
congen i a l t o h i m . 

E rnes t o r e t u m e d t o B u e n o s 
A i r e s i n Oc tobe r , 1952, a n d 
g r a d u a t e d as a d o c t o r t h e n e x t 
M a r c h . B e t w e e n those t w o 
events , i n J a n u a r y , 1953. he 
p a i d U S h i s second, a n d f i n a l 
f a r e w e l l v i s i t a t t h e oíd f a m ­
i l y house i n Malagueño. H e 

cnnK'^ r ' . p - c i eHy t o ''lu­
cilina, ivyw f o r the Ir : '"^ ^ 

In J u l y , I !J53 , he w a s :-{hcú-
ulrd t o ?e.':ve on a n o t h e r t o u r 
o í S o u t h A m e r i c a , a n d even­
t u a l l y t o j o i n G r a n a d o s a t the 
I cpc r c o l o n y i n Venezue la . B u t 
t h i s second t o u r i o o k h i m i n -
síe \ú t o i h e S i l r r a M a e s t r a 
a n d t o C u b a . 

F ro -n i : .'-IOS A i r e s he t r a v -
i l e d Olí n {rtjn t o BoHv ia , 
where ^ % r/Jíe i m p r c s s c d 
b ; iri. ; r \ ' o I r ' , ;ri o f V íc tor 
í' -/ I ' >t- ^ • , ^ 1 i n f u l l 
s w i a : ; . 11" c ' C i C t c i i z e d i t 
v.'ííh A :a 5 ii r m . say i n g 
t o ' i t ; t \v<^^^ nt>t a r e v o l u t i o n 
b u t a " r e v u l s i v e , " a n agen t 
w h i c h díverts a d i sea se f r o m 
one a f f l i c t e d p a r t o f t h e b o d y 
t o ano the r . A l t h o u g h soc ia l 
c o n d i t i o n s i n Latín A m e r i c a 
i n f u r i a t e d h i m , he w a s p r o -
f o u n d l y s k e p t i c a l o f p o l i t i c a i 
So lu t i ons , espec ia l l y those ad ­
voca t ed b y l i b e r a l r e f o r m e r s . 
ín B o l i v i a , he w o r k e d f o r a 
s h o r t w h i l e a t t h e A g r a d a n 
Re f o r rn o f f i ce b u t soon l e f t t o 
go t o t h e O r i e n t e ( eas te rn 
B o l i v i a — w h e r e he w o u l d ale 
14 yea rs l a t e r ) . F o r a t i m e he 
t o o k cha rge o f t h e l epe r c o l ­
o n y o f Los Neg ros n e a r Santa 
C r u z . 

F r o m B o l i v i a he a g a i n t r a v ­
e l ed t h r o u g h Perú a n d t h e 
A m a z o n b a s i n t o T o l i m a i n 
C o l o m b i a w h e r e he w a s a w i t -
ness t o t h a t i n c r e d i b l e L a t i n 
A m e r i c a n p h e n o m e n o n t h e 
C o l o m b i a n vioícncca — a par ­
tí san w a r i n t h e r u r a l ba ck -
l ands w h i c h t o o k a t o l l o f 
m o r e t h a n 300,000 Uves o v e r 
a 10-year p e r l o d , f r e q u e n t l y 
i n c l u d i n g t h e m o s t savage a n d 
p s y c h o t i c m u t i l a t i o n s o f v?o-
m e a a n d c h i l d r e n . F r o m t h e r e 
he "made h i s w a y t o C e n t r a l 

• r i ca . 

J í^/ ' ! í C was w a l k i n g 
t l i r o u r f i i C e n t r a l A m e r i c a , a 
g r o u p o f y o u n g A r g e n t i n o s 
oí fered h i m a r i d e t o San 
Jor.í^ Cos ta R ica . The re , i n a 
cafe , he m e t a g r o u p o f C u b a n 
s t u d e n t ex i l es . T h e Cubans 
w e r e l o u d l y r e c o u n t i n g t h e i r 
n o w - f a m o u s a t t a c k o n the 
M o n e a d a b a r r a c k s , l e d b y 
F i d e l t h a t J u l y 26 . A f t e r l i s t c n -
i n g w i t h h i s u s u a l s k e p t i c i s m 
t o t h e C u b a n s ' e u p h o r i c ac-
c o u n t , E rnes t o asked t h e 
y o u n g m e n : **Now t h a t y o u 
have t o l d u s M o n e a d a , h o w 
a b o u t t e l l i n g us a W e s t e r n ? " 
( A f a v o r i t e p a s t i m e a m o n g 
L a t i n A m e r i c a n schoo lboys is 
t e l l i n g one a n o t h e r m o v i e 
p l o t s ) . A t t h e t i m e i t appeared 
f a n t a s t i c t o E r n e s t o t h a t t h a t 
h a n d f u l o f k i d s h a d a c t u a l i y 
d c f i c d a n a r m y b a r r a c k s . 

H i s f r i e n d R i c a r d o Ro jo , t h e 
A r g e n t i n e l a w y e r v/ho h a d 
t r a v e l e d w i t h h i m t o San José, 
p c r s u a d e d h i m t o p o s t p o n c 
j o i n i n g h i s oíd f r i e n d G r a n ­
ados a t íhe l epe r c o l o n y i n 
Venezue l a , a n d t o j o i n h i m ín 
a v i s i t i o G u a t e m a l a . T h e y 

í ^ f ir 

hed 
A t J . H . H a r v c y , i he s tores w i t h t h e diílcrc 

a r e m a n y . . . t h e w a y w e p l a n w i í h y o u , evc 

s h o w y o u f a m o u s f u r n i t u r e s u c h as í í e r i ía 

B a k e r a n d m a n y m o r e - ~ a l i sale p r i c c d for | 
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l l a v e decora.cors w h o k n o w eve ry h e a u t i f d 

g r o u p a i i d í inish, e v e r y a c c en t a n d acccssc 
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Evcf since 1893 
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co lor , c o t t o n f o r íts comfort, O í f e rs t he b e s t of botíi in a c o t t o n kní! 
' i r t i e n e c k p o l o sh i r t ) a n d a c o t t o n k n i t p l a i d d r e s s . Red/ .o^ '̂̂ ./v, 
red' c;i7en t o 4 . 3 t o 6X. The c o v e r a l ! ( le f t ) a b o u t $10.00; í'tf ^ 

arrí\cu íhcre in Janup.ry, 

I n Guatí^nicila C i t y , E rnes to 
Hved i n a boardíng house f u l l 
o f P e r u v i a n A p r i s u i s a n d 
o t h e r L a t i n - A m e r i c a n e x i h s, 
near t h e Q u i n t a A v e n i d a . He 
was the o n l y one o f the b o a r d -
er?; w h o d i d n o t t a k e the 
A r b e n z r cg in i e t oo se r i ous l y . 
jírsiriíi a b o u t the weakness o f 
Use G o v e r n m e n t s t r u c t u r e , 
w i t h t i re less i r o n y he punc l i ed 
boles i n the e n t h u s i a s m o f 
the p r o - A r b e n z boa rde r s . 
M o r e i n t e r c s t e d i n e x p l o r i n g 
the Peten a n d i t s M a y a r u i n s 
— h e h a d l o n g been f a sc ina t ed 
b y p r e - C o l u m b i a n nrchaelo|^y 
— l^rncsto - • ' rdmi 
t i i s ínvnú {•> .uK ) i s t 
G u a t e i n a l a n p o h l i c s . A l the 
t i m e , r u m o r s o f A m e r i c a n ¡n-
t c n ^ e n t i o n w e r e i n the a i r , 
a n d the p l o t t o depose A r b e n z 
w^as b e ing h a t c h e d i n the 
G u a t e m a l a n A r m y b y Co l . 
Car los Cas t i l l o A r m a s a n d h i s 
f o i l o w e r s . 

The coup t o o k pk ice a f t e r 
one o f Ernes to ' s t r i p s t o the 
Peten. F i n a l l y a w a r e o f t h e 
e x t e n t o f A m e r i c a n i n t e r v e n -
t i o n a n d the hopeiessness o f 
the A r b e n z r c g i m e — the 
* ' p e t t y - ] > f " '<^c>\-; r e f o r m e r s " 
w h o m 1 Jícn m o c k o d 
— í h e ' - med i co , the 
uncommittfíd a n d unin^pressed 
5nec ta to r changcd . Accord in ; . ; 
t o f r i ends , he became so f u -

.' ' ro l e o f Ihe U n "te;! 
he i rnnuHhate ly 

í,a;u l o (>r/,anize a resisíance. 
I r o n i c a l l y , t h e U.S. i n t e r v e n -
t i o n a c r r i n i p l i s h e d w h a t t l i e 
(í-ün? :.:>rclíum o f the L a t i n -
A m e n c a n l e f t h a d f a i l c d t o 
do : to c o n v e r t th i s de tached 
'.kí^píir i n t o a ]>í)hticai 

'Vhr /iccii'v ú'wd and the 
yüi r n l l a If^ad^r v/as t )orn 
siu.Te i n G u a t c m n k i C i l y i n 
June, 1954. Ernes to , t h e n 26 
years oíd, began o r g a n i z i n g 
' ; } lue-collar a n d w h i t c - c o l l a r 
brigadc\ w h i c h he d e p i o y e d 
u t s t ra t eg i c p o i n t s t h r o u g h -
o u t the c i t y . F o r three days 
he d i d n o t sieep. W o r d o f h i s 
ao t i v i t i e s began t o spread : A n 
Ari^'.cntinc Zoco w a s m a k i n g 
l r o u b l ( \g aík'over t o w n 
on^anízing a res is tance movc -
j n e n i . 

The A r g e n t i n e chargé d 'af-
f ai rus, N i cas i o Sánchez T o r -
anzo , v/or r i cd t h a t Ernes to 
w o u l d b í̂ i n dange r once Cas­
t i l l o A r m a s t o o k over , 
searchcd f o r }úm a l l ove r 
G u a t e m a l a r i ( \ ' . W h e n he 
f o u n d and 
Ernesío wa^ -'̂  
noi k n o w I was üiipuriaiUi" 
Sánchez T o r a n / o advi.sod h i m 
to ¡\\vi' up h is hopelcKs resis-
tan«̂ <^ and to t a k r i nuned ia t e 
n^íi.'r.í' in the A r g e n t i n e E m -

• : a n t l y , Ernes to 
,: ' : . z T o r a n z o p ro -

Mued h i m w u h a safe c onduc t 
to íravel to México C i t y . There 
he nií'i the Cas t ro b ro the r s , 
and , , . . 

r 
l . J O M E T I M E a f t e r M a r c h , 
i 965, b u t before l e a v ing Cuba 
o n the f i na l odyssey w h i c h 
w o u l d end v/i th dea th i n Bo­
l i v i a , Ernes to w r o t e h is par ­
ents a f a r ewe l l l e t t e r . The 
terse, c r i sp s i m p l i c i t y o f the 
Span ish o r i g i n a l is n o t pos­
síble t o render i n t o Eng l i sh . 
He w r o t e : 
D E A R V I E J O S : ' 

A g a i n í ¡eel between my 
/irc/.s tUi' rihs of Rosinanlc;^ 
¡ reí ¡un lo Ihe paíh vviíli ^ny 
adar/ta^ nn ihc ann. Aimost 
¡O \'cars agí) / w r o t e y o u 
armüier farewell letter. Ás l 
remember it, I complained oí 
not being a better soldier and 
G better doctor; I am no long­
er inlerested in the second. 
As a soldier I am not too bad. 

Nothing has essentially 
changcd except that I am 

2̂  m o r e deeply aware, my Marx-
ism is rooted and purified. 
J heli^'ve in armed slruggle as 
t¡\e oníy solution for peoples 
whn < ' ••' fiting for libera-

consistcnt with 
• will cali me 
!¡ Ihal 1 am, 
:ype, onc of 

^ ¡lis shin to 

íio/i. 
my h V 
an a-
¡nd -
those wiií 
/}rove his truins. 

¡l may bu that t¡ds is the 
final one. í am not seeking 
it [{/n's final occas ion] , but 
it m a y lie in the logical 
scheme of possibilities. íf so, 
1 send you a last embrace. 

! ¡nved you very much , 
f' ; íuívc not been able 
i i) :.iu)\v ¡uv ¡ove: l am cx-
freme/y r u : - l ni my üctions 
and l belicve that al Iwies 
you did fud understund me. 
It was no t cosy to understand 
me, Nevertheless, do take me 
at m y w o r d íoday. 

i\'OW'. .a will power that í 
have polished with the relish 
of an artist will sustain a pair 
of flaccid legs and tired iun,:s. 
¡ will do it. 

Once in a while renwmher 
this smaíl condottiero-^ of the 
20ih century. A kiss to Celia. 
Roberto, Ana María, Patatín, 
Beatriz and everybody. A big 
embrace to you from a prodi-
gal and rccalcitrant son. 

. E R N E S T O . 

E ,\ a f í tet ioaate A r g e n t i n e 
t o r m for p a r e n t s , b t e r a 11 y 
m e a n i n g "i»hi ones. '* 

2. DíHí ( )ui\oto\ h o r s e . 
.'í. \.er ^ h i c l d . A n in i -

r d , i m m o r t a i i z e d hf 
. r io i n h i s poeiu to 

'i. I l a i i a i i f{»r a h 'ona is^aace 
s o l d i e r o f f o r tune . 


